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COVID UPDATE
The COVID Task Force, Bettina McBeth, Chris Cuttitta, Julie Haller
(unable to attend), and Vicar Mike Faust, met on June 22, 2021 and
agreed to lift all COVID related restrictions on June 28, 2021.
1. Masks are optional for anyone who feels they need to wear one.
It is being suggested that unvaccinated youth under 12 wear a mask.
2. There currently is no social distancing requirement, but please
respect each other’s space.
3. We will not physically pass the peace at this time. It can be done by
waving or gesturing during the service.
4. We suggest that the offering plates not be passed but put in a
designated spot as we are doing at the present time.
5. At this time we will still have hymns in the bulletin. Each parish may
return any items to pews as they see fit.
6. All will receive communion with the same wafer and juice cups until
they are gone. At that point, each parish can decide how they would
prefer to distribute the elements. We recommend against intinction
as a method.
7.
If anyone should receive a positive test for COVID, out of respect for
others, please report it to the task force.
8. Buildings can be used for purposes designated by each parish.
As always, if you feel sick stay home and watch service online.
Thank you so much for your patience and cooperation
during this difficult time.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
*Please stand as you are able.
PRELUDE
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

V: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
V: In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
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To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
C: Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN

“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”
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WOV 674

*GREETING
V: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
(Please be seated.)

KYRIE

“This Joyful Eastertide”

5

ELW 391

PRAYER OF THE DAY
V: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
V: Let us pray.
C: Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you
promise us food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word,
that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the
world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15 (See Your Bible)
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 67
L:

May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
C: Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
L: Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
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C: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide all the nations on earth.
L: Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
C: The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
L: May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.
SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22–22:5 (See Your Bible)
L: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*GOSPEL: John 14:23-29 (See Your Bible)
V: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
V: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated.)
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SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Vicar Mike Faust
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS
V: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of
resurrection for the church, people in need, and all of creation. ...
(Prayers of Intercession)

V: God, in your mercy,
C: hear our prayer.
V: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us
by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C: Amen.
OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN

“Create in Me a Clean Heart”

10

ELW 188

OFFERTORY PRAYER
V: Let us pray.
C: Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable
reign, and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us
through this meal, and show us your wounded and risen body, that
we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
DIALOGUE
V: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
V: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
V: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
V: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with
Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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SANCTUS

THANKSGIVING
V: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.
V: Remembering, therefore, his life-giving passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
C: Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray ...
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
V: The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
All who wish to encounter Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to the Table.
Please come forward single file observing a proper social distance. Vicar Mike
will give you the elements in pre-sealed, single servings without touching hands.
If you would like a verbal blessing only, please place your hands on your own
shoulders to let the Vicar know. For those receiving communion, take the elements with you back to your seat and wait. We will all partake in the meal
simultaneously at the Vicar’s direction:

The body of Christ given for you.
The blood of Christ shed for you.
COMMUNION SONG

LBW 210
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
V: Let us pray.
C: We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
*BLESSING
V: God, the Author of life,
Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,
☩ bless you now and forever.
C: Amen.
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*SENDING SONG

“When Peace, like a River”

LBW 346

*DISMISSAL
V: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
V: Go in peace. Tell what God has done.
C: Thanks be to God.
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
All hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.Net #255604 expires 3/5/2023, CCLI #2641942 Size B expires 5/31/2022.
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Worship Assistants
Lector
J Dennis Carey
C Steve Haller
B Kathy Singley

Greeters/Ushers
—
—
Bob & Pat Junkins

Altar Guild
Harold & Kathy Stoner
Kathy Singley

Altar Flowers:
St. James, Christ & Bethlehem
To the Glory of God

Happy Birthday!
May 22:
May 23:
May 25:

Shelvey Dugan
Christine Ascencio
Henry Taylor

Happy Anniversary!
May 24:

Larry & Francene Gantz

OPEN OFFICE HOURS
I have open office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 12-4
pm. Please stop by ANY TIME to visit, to chat, or just to say Hi!
My official day off is Friday, but I am still available for emergencies.
For all your pastoral needs, please contact Vicar Mike Faust
at 717-965-3854 or email him at mfaust@uls.edu.
REMINDER: CARE & SHARE CARD MINISTRY TO MEET ON MONDAY, MAY23rd,
AT 1 PM AT BETHLEHEM. ALL ARE WELCOME! NO TALENT NECESSARY.
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MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND:

PARISH JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE
 SUNDAY, MAY 29th, at 10:00 am 
At: Christ Lutheran Church, Aspers
MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES
On Saturday, May 28th, a Memorial Day Service will
be held at the Wenksville Cemetery beginning at 1:30
pm. The Apple Core Band will provide music. Colonel,
U.S. Army Retired, Neal J. Delisanti will be the guest
speaker. Biglerville American Legion Post 262 will provide the Legion Ritual. Pastor Melissa Madara and Vicar
Mike Faust will also be participating in the service.
At 3 pm, there will be a service at the Bendersville
Cemetery with special music, a guest speaker, and the
Biglerville American Legion Post 262 will provide the
Legion Ritual. Join us as we honor those who have bravely served our country!

FAREWELL AND ADIEU TO VICAR MIKE
June 12th will be Vicar Mike’s last Sunday with us. To mark
the occasion, there will be a joint service at Bethlehem at
10 am, followed by a covered dish luncheon at 11:30 am. This
will be our last chance to say our goodbyes and give thanks
for the year he has spent with us. Please bring your favorite
covered dish!
~ Mark your calendars now for this special event. ~
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Join Us Thursday Evening for …

Pizza-Worship-Group Session
“Come JUST As You Are!”
We invite you to join us this Thursday, May 26th,
for our weekly Thursday night gathering
at Bethlehem Lutheran (Bendersville)!

6:00 pm: Pizza Meal
(If possible, RSVP to Vicar Mike at mfaust@uls.edu
or call/text 717-965-3854, if attending meal.)

6:30 pm: Worship
7:00 pm: Study Program
You can come and go as you please for any part!!

~ We Look Forward to Seeing You on May 26th! ~

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR 2022 GRADUATES!
We would like to acknowledge our 2022 graduates
in the bulletin and June Newsletter. Please email
the office at 3churches@centurylink.net with the
details – student’s name and address, parents’ and/or grandparents’ names,
school, degree (if applicable), and future plans. Thank you!
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PARISH MEETINGS:
All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise stated.
Bethlehem Council

Mon., June 13

JOINT COUNCIL TREASURER NEEDED FOR 2023
The Joint Council would like to remind you that it is seeking someone to take over
the duties of Joint Council Treasurer beginning January 1, 2023, as our current Joint
Council Treasurer Cindy Baugher will be retiring from the position at the end of
2022. The duties include but are not limited to paying parish bills in a timely manner, leadership in formulating the yearly Joint Parish budget, presenting financial
reports and perhaps, most importantly, responsibility for the parish payroll. This is
an elective office of the executive board of the Joint Council, and there is a yearly
stipend associated with the position. Obviously it will be highly desirable for anyone interested in the position to speak up now, so that they may meet with Cindy
and familiarize themselves with the duties of Joint Parish Treasurer. This will ensure a smooth transition at the end of December.
We would like to make sure that everyone understands that although we can do
without presidents, vice presidents and secretaries for a time, if there is no Joint
Parish Treasurer the business of the parish will come to an immediate halt – no
paychecks for the pastor/vicar or parish secretary or organist, and no bills paid.
Please give this your serious consideration and advise Joint Council President, Chris
Cuttitta (717-448-0366), or Joint Parish Treasurer, Cindy Baugher (717-873-8200),
as soon as possible. The sooner we have a potential replacement the easier things
will be at the end of the year for everyone.
Thank you,
Chris Cuttitta and the Joint Council
ON-LINE SUNDAY WORSHIP
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 REMEMBER OUR BLESSING BOXES 
Things we need to include:
Mac ’n cheese, soups, canned pasta meals (aka Chef Boyardee), instant
potatoes, canned veggies, canned meat, canned fruit/fruit cups, instant
rice, pasta, spaghetti sauce, beans (dried or canned), fruit gummies,
sugary cereal, peanut butter, applesauce, instant cereal/oatmeal,
toiletries (TP, paper towels, feminine hygiene products,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, hand sanitizer)
Our Blessing Boxes are definitely filling a need in our community!
Here are a few additional ideas of things we might think about contributing:
Shelf stable milk, powdered milk, can openers, canned food with pop tops, oil
(cooking, vegetable, canola, olive, etc.), spices, salt, pepper, tea bags, coffee, sugar, flour,
tuna packets, crackers (all kinds), bread, cake mix, frosting,
dishwashing detergent, laundry detergent

* Please don’t buy bulk dry goods (rice, beans, pasta, etc.) and re-package at home. *
* Due to food safety concerns, only factory sealed packaging should be put in the box. *
* Be aware of glass items that might break. Take note to EXPIRATION DATES. *
* Do not leave items OUTSIDE the box. *

“THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE DONATED!”

Parish Project! ...

Pasta and Beef Stew for John’s Meals
After a successful “soup collection project” to assist the UACT program of John’s
Meals, we have followed up with providing the following two items listed below.
We are currently collecting:
 Dinty Moore Beef Stew (regular size can and individual cups) – 120 Servings are
needed each month and/or 120 Pouches of a Pasta Side Dish, such as Knorr brand.
Thank you for your wonderful support! (Monetary donations are also acceptable.)
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Prayer List - Parish Members
Chris Baugher c
Ruth Bretzman b
Tony Bretzman b
Mary Chronister b
Joe Copenhaver c
Shelvey Dugan b

Ed Fletcher b
Wahnettah Harvey c
John Heller c
Harold Hollabaugh b
James Hollabaugh b
Jim McGraw c

Paula McGraw c
Loren Mortorff b
Mary Peters b
Donna G. Taylor j
Dan Turner c
Mike Wolfe c

Friends of the Parish
Diane Baugher
Doug Baugher
Jean Behney
Bev Bretzman
Tom Callahan
Alli Crowell
Jeanne Cuttitta
Helen Daniels
Diane Fetters
Luann Fix
Sue Garretson
Allen Gorman
Michelle Hadley

Jay Hall
Linda Heller
Tom Horner
Rosalie Johnson
Jeannette Kime
Tessa Kime
Paige Kriel
Pastor Bob McEllroy
Barb Mahoney
Emily Maiolo
Bobby Manning
Danielle Martin
Bradley Metz

Diane Myers
Sue Myers
Kelli Payne
Zach Pelc
Brian Reed
Ginny Rinehart
Jim Rodgers
Joyce Sheaffer
William Sheaffer
Robert Shoop
Sharon Simpson
Toby Wickline
Lynn Woerner

With Deepest Sympathy
We extend our sympathy and prayers to the families of those who have
died in the faith and who are now at rest with their eternal Father
(our saints who have gone before us):
Ivan Bretzman, William Carey, Lydia Singley,
and Louene Warrenfeltz
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FIRST
READING
Acts 16:9-15

SECOND
READING
Revelation
21:10, 22–22:5
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GOSPEL
READING
John 14:23-29

GOSPEL
READING
John 14:23-29

SECOND
READING
Revelation
21:10, 22–22:5
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FIRST
READING
Acts 16:9-15

